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Contact
Information

Loyola University Chicago, Chicago, ILAppointments

Associate Professor of Political Science, 2023 -
Assistant Professor of Political Science, 2017 - 2023

University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, Chapel Hill, NCEducation

Ph.D., Political Science, 2017

M.A., Political Science, 2014

Creighton University, Omaha, NE

B.A., Political Science, Spanish & Hispanic Studies, 2012
(summa cum laude)

Peer-
Reviewed
Articles

Hansen, Eric R., and Sarah A. Treul. 2025. “Prior Experience and State Leg-
islative Effectiveness.” Legislative Studies Quarterly. Forthcoming.

Featured in the Center for Effective Lawmaking’s Working Paper Series
(2024-05).

Blasingame, Elise, Eric R. Hansen, and Richard Witmer. 2024. “Are Descriptive
Representatives More Successful Passing Group-Relevant Legislation? The
Case of Native American State Legislators.” Political Research Quarterly
78(1): 308-22.

Hansen, Eric R., and Connor Mautner. 2024. “Job Talk: Candidate Gender
and Presentation of Prior Experience in Television Ads in the US.” Politics &
Gender 20(4): 814-33.

Treul, Sarah A., and Eric R. Hansen. 2023. “Primary Barriers to Working Class
Representation.” Political Research Quarterly 76(3): 1516-28.

Hansen, Eric R. 2022. “White Constituents and Congressional Voting.” Ameri-
can Politics Research 50(4): 564-82.

Hansen, Eric R., and Joshua Jansa. 2021. “Complexity, Resources, and Text
Borrowing in State Legislatures.” Journal of Public Policy 41(4): 752-775.
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Saraceno, Joseph, Eric R. Hansen, and Sarah A. Treul. 2021. “Reevaluating
the Substantive Representation of LGB Americans: A Multiverse Analysis.”
Journal of Politics 83(4): 1837-43.

Hansen, Eric R., and Sarah A. Treul. 2021. “Inexperienced or Anti-Establishment?
Voter Preferences for Outsider Congressional Candidates.” Research & Politics
8(3): 20531680211034958.

Hansen, Eric R., and Andrew Tyner. 2021. “Educational Attainment and Social
Norms of Voting.” Political Behavior 43(2): 711-35.

Hansen, Eric R., and Christopher J. Clark. 2020. “Diversity in Party Leadership
in State Legislatures.” State Politics & Policy Quarterly 20(1): 81-107.

Reprinted in Leadership, Law, and Pipelines to Power. 2023. 2nd Edition.
Eds. Hannah Brenner Johnson and Renee Knake Jefferson. St. Paul, MN:
West Academic.

Hansen, Eric R., Nicholas Carnes, and Virginia Gray. 2019. “What Happens
When Insurers Make the Insurance Laws? State Legislative Agendas and
the Occupational Makeup of Government.” State Politics & Policy Quarterly
19(2): 155-79.

Jansa, Joshua, Eric R. Hansen, and Virginia Gray. 2019. “Copy and Paste
Lawmaking: Legislative Professionalism and Policy Reinvention in the States.”
American Politics Research 47(4): 739-67.

Carnes, Nicholas, and Eric R. Hansen. 2016. “Does Paying Politicians More Pro-
mote Economic Diversity in Legislatures?” American Political Science Review
110(4): 699-716.

Hansen, Eric R., and Sarah A. Treul. 2015. “The Symbolic and Substantive Rep-
resentation of LGB Americans in the U.S. House of Representatives.” Journal
of Politics 77(4): 955-67.

Articles in
Edited
Volumes

Hansen, Eric R., and Richard C. Witmer. 2021. “Growing Age and Education
Gaps? The Evolution of Partisan Vote Choice among Religious Voters in the
U.S., 2008-2018.” Journal of Religion & Society. Special issue on “Religion and
the New Politics,” eds. Ronald A. Simkins and Zachary B. Smith. Supplement
23: 168-84.

Hansen, Eric R. 2020. “LGBTQ Representation” in Voting and Political Repre-
sentation in America: Issues and Trends, ed. Mark P. Jones. ABC-CLIO.

Working
Papers

“Does the Relative Education Model Explain Turnout Across Racial and Eth-
nic Groups?” (with Ashley Grace Burkholder and Emily Wager). Revise &
resubmit.

“Mass Higher Education and Voter Turnout in the U.S.” Under review.
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“Lawyers and Effective Lawmaking” (with Sarah Treul).

Data Sets Carnes, Nicholas and Eric R. Hansen. 2024. The 2023-4 State Legislators
Dataset, Version 1.2 [computer file]. Durham, NC: Duke University. Avail-
able online from www.duke.edu/~nwc8/stateleg.html.

Carnes, Nicholas and Eric R. Hansen. 2022. The 2021-2 State Legislators
Dataset, Version 1.5 [computer file]. Durham, NC: Duke University. Avail-
able online from www.duke.edu/~nwc8/stateleg.html.

Other
Writings

“Why We Should Be Paying More Attention to Lawmakers’ Occupational Back-
grounds.” LSE USAPP Blog, February 21, 2019.

“How Government Priorities Are Shaped by the Professional Backgrounds of
Legislators.” SSN Key Findings, February 2018.

“Why Paying Legislators Higher Salaries Will Not Draw More Blue-Collar Work-
ers into Office.” SSN Key Findings, February 2016.

American Political Science AssociationRecent
Conferences Presenter: 2022, 2021

Discussant/Chair: 2022

Center for Effective Lawmaking (Virginia)
Participant: 2024

Democracy in the American States (Penn State)
Presenter: 2023

Forum on American Institutional Renewal (Purdue)
Discussant: 2024

Keeping the Republic Conference (Notre Dame)
Presenter: 2024

Midwest Political Science Association
Presenter: 2023, 2022
Discussant/Chair: 2025, 2023, 2022, 2021

Racial Turnout Gap Conference (NYU/Brennan Center)
Presenter: 2024

Southern Political Science Association
Presenter: 2025, 2020
Discussant/Chair: 2020

State Politics & Policy Conference
Presenter: 2024, 2022,
Discussant/Chair: 2022

Western Political Science Association
Discussant: 2021
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Grinnell College (2024), Austria2America (2024), Institut des Hautes EtudesRecent
Invited
Talks

de l’Enterprise/IHEE (2024), Creighton University (2023), University of Notre
Dame (2023), University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill (2022)

Delta Alpha Pi, Loyola ChapterGrants,
Awards, and
Fellowships Gratias Award for impact on students with disabilities (2024)

Center for Effective Lawmaking

Small Grant for “Prior Experience and State Legislative Effectiveness,”
with Sarah Treul, $1500 (2023)

American Political Science Association

Diversity and Inclusion Advancing Research Grant for Indigenous Politics,
with Richard Witmer, $2000 (2022)

Loyola University Chicago

Summer Research Stipend (2022, 2020, 2018)

APSA State Politics & Policy Section

Thomas Carsey Travel Grant (2017)

Scholars’ Strategy Network

SSN Graduate Fellowship (2016)

University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, Dept. of Political Science

Thomas M. Uhlman Summer Research Fellowship (2015)
Earle Wallace Award for Graduate Student Teaching (2015)

National Science Foundation

Graduate Research Fellowship Honorable Mention (2013)

Creighton University

Faculty Award for Achievement in Political Science (2012)
Presidential Scholarship (2008-2012)

Undergraduate Courses TaughtTeaching

American Politics (introductory)
Inside the Beltway (travel class to Washington, DC)
Interest Group Politics
Legislative Process
Political Numbers (quantitative methods)
Political Science Internship
Politics and the Press
State Politics
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The U.S. Experience (interdisciplinary honors course)
Who Represents Us? (undergraduate research seminar)

Graduate Courses Taught

American Political Institutions
Class & Inequality in U.S. Politics

Ph.D. MentorshipAdvising

Raluca Pavel (dissertation co-chair)
Ashley Grace Burkholder
Clara Downey

Undergraduate Research Mentorship

Natalie Hein
Renee Steinbrueck
Kathryn Bolda
Roisin O’Carroll
Kaitlen Cerney
Masha Polupan
Braden Perry
Grayson Alexander

Loyola University ChicagoService

Department of Political Science
Graduate Program Director (2023- )
Chicago Internship Program Director (2022-2023)
Webmaster (2020-2023)
Faculty Advisor, Pi Sigma Alpha—Zeta Mu Chapter (2018-2022)

University
Graduate Council (2023- )
Staff Team, Loyola 360 Retreat (2023)
Faculty Advisor, Loyolathon (2019-2023)

Discipline

Legislative Studies Quarterly
Editorial Board (2024-2028)

APSA State Politics & Policy Section
Chair, Best Journal Article Award Committee (2024-25)
Member, Inclusion & Diversity Committee (2019-2022)

Midwest Political Science Association
Section Co-Head, State and Intergovernmental Politics (2022)
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American Journal of Political Science, American Political Science Review, Amer-Reviewer
ican Politics Research, Applied Economic Letters, Congress & the Presidency,
Cornell Hospitality Quarterly, Economics & Politics, Electoral Studies, JAMA
Pediatrics, Journal of Politics, Journal of Public Policy ; Journal of Race, Eth-
nicity, and Politics; Legislative Studies Quarterly, PLOS One, Policy Studies
Journal, Political Behavior, Political Communication, Political Research Quar-
terly, Political Science Research & Methods, PS: Political Science & Politics,
Representation, Scandinavian Political Studies, Social Science Quarterly, State
Politics & Policy Quarterly
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